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and taken up this work, I was a black man; but I saw white plead-
ers and barristers joining the War- I was ashamed, OE entering the
court, to find it deserted. I thought that I should also undertake
this work. When the nation is in danger, only work to meet it needs
to be done. If you recognize this point of view^ then an tin-
scholarly man like myself standing before you makes some sense;
otherwise inviting me as a chief guest here would amount to pull-
ing my leg.

What should an English visitor hope to find in your insti-
tution, if he came here after visiting Government institutions? Would
he see your buildings or your scholars and expect to hear them
speaking English ? No, he mil expect to discover a new spectacle
here. In the other schools, he would not have seen spinning; here
he would expect to see spinning and weaving* He would want to
see cotton growing in your law&s. He would like to see your yarn.
If he found the yam fine, he would say to himself that Manchester
was in danger. If he found the yarn rough* he would say Manche-
ster had no cause to be anxious* He would not expect to find you
dressed like sahibs; he would expect to find you dressed like the poor*
He would expect to find you speaking your own language. When
General Botha1 went to England and there had occasion to meet
the king, he refused to speak in Engihh. He insisted on speaking
in Tal, a dialect of Dutch* He conversed with the king through
a Tal interpreter. It wa<$ not as though he did not know English;
he could speak better English than I; but he considered it an
honour to speak his own tongue* President Kruger* also used to
refuse to converse in any language except Tal That was the way
they asserted their power. I therefore expect you to speak to me
in Hindi, Urdu and Marathi* There is nothing unique in your
securing a teacher who can speak fluent English* ft would be
creditable if you have a penniless, religious-minded and selfniacrific*
ing teacher who can impart education through Hindi or Marathi
It would not matter if he is inferior to others in scholarship* I beg
from you only one thing, namely, you should recognize the scope
of the university and understand precisely what it stands for*
[From Gujarati]
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